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panic in 1908-09 at the specter of a German invasion of
England.61 It might even have established a basis of mu-
tual goodwill which would have brought success to the
numerous efforts made later for some kind of an agreement
to limit the mad competition in Anglo-German naval arma-
ments. And it would have doubtless prevented the forma-
mation of the Triple Entente.
But Eolstein, Billow and the Kaiser miscalculated the
situation and let the golden opportunity slip by. They
were irritated at what seemed England's unwillingness to
afford Germany colonial acquisitions in Samoa and the
Portuguese colonies. They were unable; or unwilling, to
defy German public opinion by allying with a country which
was crushing the Boers. They doubted whether the British
Parliament would really sanction such an alliance. Their
fundamental miscalculation was their persistent conviction
that England would never draw close to her traditional
French enemy, and certainly not to her bitter Russian rival.
Anglo-Russian antagonism was so axiomatic in the Wil-
helmstrasse that Holstein and Biilow were'convinced that,
even if England did establish a rapprochement with France,
this would not be dangerous to Germany, since it would
undoubtedly lead to the rupture of the Franco-Russian
Alliance; an Anglo-Franco-Russian combination seemed im-
possible. As things stood during the Boer War and the Far
Eastern troubles, at the turn of the century, Germany,
dominating the Triple Alliance, seemed to stand with hands
free between England on one side and the Franco-Russian
out other revolutionary reforms to make the British navy more effective;
see his Memories and Records, II, 128-153; he himself admits (ibid., I,
22) that in 1908 he urged King Edward to "Copenhagen" the German
Navy, while England had seven dreadnoughts and Germany had none,
Cf. B. E. Schmitt, England and Germany, 1740-1914, pp. 178-182, 205-
207. For an excellent summary of the broad aspects of Anglo-German
relations during the decades after Bismarck, see Friedrich Meinecke
Geschichte des Deutsch-Englischen Bundmsproblems, 1890-1901, Berlin,
1927.                                    9i Cf. the play, "An Englishman's Home."